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PART 14. DEMAND FOR DAMAGES AND OTHER RELIEF (NOTICE PLEADING) 
 

Compensatory Damages 

The word “compensate” means “to offset an error or undesirable effect.” Compensatory 
damages, therefore, are meant to make up for an injury sustained by an individual. Injury is not 
necessarily limited to physical injury but also includes economic injury, injury to reputation, injury from 
interference with a seaman’s employment, injury from retaliatory harassment by agencies of the U.S. 
Government for being named as a defendant in a civil suit, and other examples.  

There are two basic types of compensatory damages: actual and general.  

Actual damages reimburse an individual for funds paid out-of-pocket, i.e. medical treatments, 
lost wages, substitute transportation, property replacement or repair, and rehabilitation.  

General damages include estimates of loss not involving actual monetary expenditure. Mental 
anguish, disfigurement, future medical expenses, future lost wages, long-term pain and suffering, loss of 
consortium, and loss of opportunity are all examples of general damages. 

Punitive Damages 

Punitive damages are meant to punish a defendant for acts of gross negligence or intentional 
misconduct that cause personal injury to the plaintiff, again, personal injury is not necessarily limited to 
personal physical injury. They are not calculated by the extent of the actual physical or non-physical 
injury, but rather are meant to prevent the defendant or others in similar situations from allowing or 
causing the same sort of accident or misconduct to happen in the future. For example, if an agent or 
employee of the U.S. Government intentionally acts or retaliations against a U.S. merchant seaman 
exercizing constitutional and/or statutory rights with the intent to obstruct or dissuade such exercize 
then punitive damages may be appropriate.  

RICO Act Damages 

RICO Act damages in the amount of $14.4 million for the 12-day wrongful detention in 
Lithuania by the U.S. Coast Guard is a reasonable calculation based upon the SETTLEMENT ORDER 
in Rajcoomar v. United States, et al, U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, No. 
03-2294, (June 30, 2003).1 The United States and the Transportation Security Administration agreed 
to pay $50,000 for the 3-hour wrongful detention and issue a written apology to both Dr. Bob 
Rajcoomar and Dorothy Rajcoomar for the wrongful detention of August 31, 2002.  

Janet Nepalitano, Secretary of Homeland Security & Admiral Robert Papp, Commandant 
of the U.S. Coast Guard:  

Calculating the Actual Damages for the 12-days of my own wrongful detention in 2002 by the 
U.S. Coast Guard:  

(1) $50,000 ÷ 3 hours = $1,666.67 per hour.  
(2) $1,666.67 x 24 hours = $400,000.00 per day.  
(3) $400,000 x 12 days = $4.8 million  
(4) $4.8 million x 3 RICO Damages = $14.4 million  

                                                      
1 http://www.aclufl.org/pdfs/Legal%20PDfs/Rajcoomar%20settlement%20order.pdf 
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Actual and Punative Damages against all Defendants for the 8 Years of Obstructions of Justice 
are not accurately determinable by the Plaintiff. 

   

Dated this Day of ___________, May ____, 2010 

 

 

______________________________________ 

Don Hamrick 
5860 Wilburn Road 
Wilburn, Arkansas 72179 

 

SERVICE TO BE PERFORMED BY U.S. MARSHALS SERVICE 
FOR DUE CAUSE THAT THE PLAINTIFF IS A SEAMAN UNDER RULE 4(c)(2) 

I, Don Hamrick, Appellant, as a seaman, a ward of the Admiralty, (even though my seaman’s 
papers are up for renewal on the basis that the U.S. Supreme Court in Heller (2008), overruled the 
dismissal of my original case in 2002), hereby certify that on or about ______________May ____, 
2010, in accordance with RULE 4(c)(2) of the FEDERAL RULES OF CIVIL PROCEDURE and 28 U.S.C. § 
1916, SEAMAN’S SUIT, I have delivered by U.S. Postal Service Registered Mail or Certified Mail or by 
Federal Express, directly to the U.S. District Court for DC the required number of copies of the 
Complaint with their accompanying Summonses and Motions and other papers in order that service 
can be performed by a United States Marshal, a Deputy United States Marshal, or other person or 
officer specially appointed by the court for that purpose upon the Defendants. 

 

 

______________________ 

Don Hamrick 
5860 Wilburn Road 
Wilburn, Arkansas 72179 
Email: ki5ss@yahoo.com 


